Key points of the Juvenile Justice System*

Prevention: providing services or programming to at-risk youth in order to keep them from contact with the juvenile justice system

Arrest: law enforcement agencies apprehend, stop, or otherwise contact youths for committing a delinquent act

Referral: when a potential delinquent youth is sent forward for processing and is received by a juvenile, family court, or juvenile intake agency. This may be as a result of law enforcement action or a public complaint. 

Diversion: when a youth referred to juvenile court for delinquent acts is processed without filing official charges

Detention: youths may be held in secure detention facilities at some point during court processing

Petition: when a juvenile court intake officer, prosecutor, or other official determines that a case should be handled formally

Delinquent findings: when a youth is found to be delinquent during adjudicatory hearings and may be placed on probation, committed to residential facilities, community services, or various other sanctions. 

Probation: when a youth is placed on formal or court-ordered supervision following a juvenile court disposition

Placement: when a youth is placed in secure or non-secure residential or correctional facilities for delinquent offenders

Aftercare: the process and period of support between when a youth is released from placement and when the youth is free of juvenile court supervision

Transfer to adult court: when a youth is transferred to criminal court as a result of a judicial finding in juvenile court or other transfer mechanisms


*Note - these steps are not necessarily sequential for all cases nor is it recommended that youth should or will move from prevention to involvement in the adult justice system.
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